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Latest up-dates on Flexicurity in the EU, January 2008

On December 5-6, 2007 ministers of Employment and Social Affairs met in Brussels and adopted common principles on Flexicurity. The conclusions from this meeting can be found here

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/lsa/97445.pdf
the principles on Flexicurity are found on page 13.

On December 15-16 the European Council (heads of states and governments) met in Brussels and endorsed the Flexicurity principles. In the Council conclusions it reads:

“In the employment and social policy area, the European Council endorses the agreement on the common principles on flexicurity reached in the Council on 5/6 December 2007 and invites Member States to take these principles into good account when developing and implementing national flexicurity-orientated policies. The European Council welcomes the joint analysis of the European social partners on the labour markets and underlines their important role in the design, implementation and monitoring of flexicurity policies. It also welcomes the ongoing consultations on the social reality stocktaking, which pave the way for a renewed and modern Social Agenda for Europe. The life-cycle approach to work should be developed by fostering active ageing and the modernisation of pension systems, to ensure financial, economic and social sustainability by making the Youth Pact and the Gender Pact more operational including effective monitoring and mainstreaming, as well as by exploiting the possibilities offered by the European Alliance for Families. The European Council welcomes the recent developments regarding structured dialogue and participation of young people in decision-making process at the European Level.”

The Slovenian presidency is continuing the debate on Flexicurity at the informal meeting of ministers of employment and social affairs in late January, 2008. A background document to this discussion is included with this e-mail. The Social Platform (platform of European social NGOs of which Eurodiaconia is a member) is invited to this meeting and is preparing a document with the concerns of NGOs in the Flexicurity debate. The draft contribution of the Social Platform is also attached to this mail. 
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