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Update on the Social inclusion process

August 2010
This summer is an occasion for us to send you a brief update on what has recently been happening in the European Union’s Social inclusion process and what are the key forthcoming steps. 
With the European Year 2010, the preparation of the key Europe 2020 strategy and the new Belgium presidency, you may be wondering - apart from small talk - what actually happened, what is new? We hope this briefing will answer your question. If not, please do contact the secretariat so that we can guide you through the European Union’s recent changes in the social inclusion process!
In a second part you will find a short survey (2 pages) on your experience of the Open Method of Coordination (OMC) process. We hope that thanks to your answers we will be able to prepare an assessment of the process to build a position on the European Platform Against poverty, what it could be and how to make the social inclusion process more efficient.

Thank you for your involvement and interest.
What happened?
17th June 2010 – European Council commit to reduce Poverty in Europe
The facts - The European Council (composed by the 27 head of states and governments) has agreed to work towards a reduction in poverty of at least 20 million people by 2020.  This will be one of the headline targets of the Europe 2020 strategy.  The members of the Council agreed to use three indicators to identify those at risk of poverty: "The population is defined as the number of persons who are at risk-of-poverty and exclusion according to three indicators (at-risk-of poverty; material deprivation; jobless household), leaving Member States free to set their national targets on the basis of the most appropriate indicators, taking into account their national circumstances and priorities."  
The Council also agreed to adopt the proposed Integrated Guidelines, subject to the opinion of the European Parliament.  Among them is the guideline 10, promoting social inclusion and combating poverty. It still prioritises promoting economic participation and employment, but recognizes the importance of ensuring access to affordable, sustainable and high quality services and public services, as well as social protection, active inclusion and lifelong learning. Some mention is made of ensuring adequate income support but with the emphasis on temporary support .
What we think - Whereas it is a success that a clear target for poverty reduction has been agreed, the use of three indicators has the potential to enable member states to pick the most beneficial indicator for their political reputation rather than for the benefit of individuals in poverty.  We believe it is therefore important to keep track of the evolution of poverty reduction from the 3 indicators perspective as this would clarify any policy shortcomings such as for instance a decreasing poverty according to the jobless household indicator, while observing an increasing poverty in relative poverty, that is to say growing inequalities.

Wanting to know more? 
To read the full Council conclusions please click here
EU must act now to reduce poverty, European Commissioner Laszlo Andor, 30/04/2010, The Guardian

1st July 2010 - Belgium takes the reins of EU Presidency
The facts - On 1st July, Belgium officially took over the Presidency of the European Union from the Spanish government who lead the Union for the first six months of 2010. The Belgian Presidency coincides with the second half of the 2010 European year on combating poverty and social exclusion, which may prove significant in shaping a number of Belgian initiatives including a push for a framework directive on minimum income, conferences on the themes of homelessness and child poverty and working out the details of how the 'Europe 2020' targets on poverty and social inclusion are to be implemented in practice. The Belgium presidency also made it very clear that they will seek to enforce the Social clause (brought in by the Lisbon Treaty) ensuring that policymakers in Brussels and national capitals keep a close eye on the social impact of all new legislation.
What we think - The Belgian presidency openly stated on several occasion its will to work on social policies looking for instance at progressing toward a recommendation on minimum income. Eurodiaconia supports the Belgium presidency in its commitment and efforts to promote the combat against poverty and social exclusion at the EU level but question the ability of the Belgium presidency to achieve such an ambitious social agenda amid current negotiations for a new Belgian government in the autumn and an increase of austerity budgets and severe cuts in public and social spending announced across Europe.

Wanting to know more? To read more about the Trio’s main objectives of the common work programme set up with the previous Presidency (Spain) and the following Presidency (Hungary) see http://www.eutrio.be/trio-presidencies. Read the Belgium presidency Work programme .

What’s ahead?

European Platform against poverty and OMC
The facts - The Europe 2020 strategy, which sets out the EU’ socio-economic pathway for the coming decade, containing a series of social commitments including a commitment to reduce poverty by at least 20 million people by 2020 has now been finally endorsed by the Council of the EU. This will mean, among other things, the reshaping of the OMC (Open method of Coordination) within the framework of a ‘European platform against poverty’, aiming to achieve Europe 2020 objective of a 20 million people poverty reduction target. The European Commission planned to issue its proposal and official consultation in October 2010. However, recent rumours from the European Commission and the Belgian Presidency have confirmed that the Platform proposal could be delayed until next year. 
What we think – The existing framework of cooperation for social inclusion and poverty reduction has worked but was insufficient, being only a non-binding political process of cooperation. We think that the creation of this platform should be an opportunity to reinforce the process. Namely, we would like the process to be more locally rooted, be a stronger genuine partnership with stakeholders, anchored in more accountability from governmental authorities and political decision makers, etc.

Wanting to know more?
Europe 2020 

Economic Guidelines proposal 

Employment Guidelines proposal 
Europe 2020, a first analysis of the Commission Proposal, Eurodiaconia E-news
Belgians seek to enforce Lisbon Treaty social clause, Euractiv 13th July 2010
The European Platform against Poverty and the role of faith-based organisations, A. Carparelli, head of Unit European Commission, Dialogue seminar Church and Society Commission, 9th July 2010.





Targets and measurements

The facts – following on the June Council’s commitment to reduce poverty by at least 20 million people, National governments representatives will meet with European commission representatives in the autumn (September and October) to work on the establishment of national poverty targets. They will also work together on the preparation of the National Reform Programs. First drafts of the National Reform Programs will have to be presented by 12th November 2010 and completed by mid-April 2011. 

The annex to the Road Map for developing the NRP reads
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What we think – This is the time for you to contact your national and local authorities to report and your experience with “collecting, sharing and implementing best practices”.  
- You can advocate for your national government to use the most relevant target for the benefit of individuals in poverty rather than a most beneficial indicator to reduce poverty statistically. 
- You can also ask to be involved in the monitoring of the process. 
- Finally, it is very important for us to know where you are at. Please do contact us to inform us about your contacts with national authorities and the information you have about their work on targets and national reform programs.
some forthcoming Events

· 2-3 September: Who Cares? Roadmap for a recommendation to fight child poverty
· 10 September: Working, not working and poverty
· 14 -15 September: Reinforced convergence of social policies (Future of the OMC)
The Belgium Presidency of the European Union will be organising this important conference on the future of the OMC and the European Platform Against Poverty. If you or somebody from your organisation would be interested to attend please let us know asap.
· 17 September: Europe 2020 Strategy and the role of the social partners
· 24 September: European Conference on Minimum Income and Social Standards
· 28 September: Breaking the vicious circle of inequality for social inclusion
· 30 September: *Eurodiaconia event!* Ecumenical Conference on Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (co-organised by Cec, Comece, Caritas Europa and Eurodiaconia). 
For more information and registration please click here
· 30 September: Making Europe Fit for Work
· 30 September – 1 October: Regional and local prevention and treatment of over-indebtedness
· 1st October 2010: *Eurodiaconia WG* PR and Communication Working Group
· Autumn 2010: Expected consultation and Communication from the European Commission on the European Platform against poverty 
· 13-14 October 2010: *Eurodiaconia WG* Social Services and Social Inclusion Working groups
· 20-21 October 2010: *Eurodiaconia WG* Social Services and Social Inclusion Working groups
· 18 – 19 October 2010: 9th Roundtable on Poverty and Social Exclusion
· 17 December 2010: Heads of States political declaration on a renewed commitment to eliminating poverty

· 31 December 2010 / 1st January 2011: End of Belgium presidency/ Hungarian presidency starts
· March 2011: Expected Communication from the European Commission on Active Inclusion 

Survey on your experience of the OMC process

Please take a few minutes to fill in this short questionnaire on your perspective and experience of the OMC process. As the process is going to be reviewed and reshaped in the European Platform against poverty, this is an opportunity for us to contribute to a change toward a more efficient process. 
Please send the survey back before 10th September 2010 to clotilde.clark-foulquier@eurodiaconia.org.
1- According to you, has the OMC contributed to a better involvement of stakeholders (in terms of relevance, breadth, depth and impact)? Can you explain why? 

Yes
o 
No
o

2- What is your overall assessment of your involvement in the OMC process? Please explain why.

Overall positive 

o
Neutral


o
Overall negative 
o

3- Did the process enhance the participation of people living in poverty?


Yes
o
No
o
4- What are the methods used to engage with stakeholders? 

Conferences
o
Reporting
o
Round tables
o 
Working groups

o 

Seminars
o  
Dialogue groups
o 
Others
o:  .............................................



5- What do you think to be the main shortcomings?
- The Process itself

o
Heavy/bureaucratic process 
o 
None binding force

o

Other
o : ....................................................................................
- The implementation at 
National level o 

Regional level
o
Local level o 
- Monitoring and evaluation
o
- Other
o : ....................................................................................

6- What are the main good/interesting practices?  

7- How can the European Commission reinforce stakeholder involvement in the OMC?

8- What would you like the European Platform Against poverty to be?
In developing their NRPs, Member States should take due account of the Europe 2020 Integrated Guidelines, which are expected to be adopted after the summer. In operational terms, the Commission proposes the following process between now and the finalisation of the first NRPs and SCPs by mid-April 2011:


Autumn 2010: Member States should submit draft NRPs to the Commission by 12November. This should be a blueprint, targeting only a limited number of key elements, notably: 


1) a medium-term macro-economic scenario, 


2) the national targets translating the Europe 2020 headline targets, 


3) an identification of the main obstacles to growth and jobs,  


4) the main measures envisaged to "frontload" growth-enhancing initiatives. It is understood that at this stage, the definition of measures will be work in progress. Member States will not be requested to submit draft NRPs in subsequent years. 


By mid-April 2011, full NRPs should be completed and finalised in line with the more detailed guidance contained in the future Code of Conduct.


To assist Member States in their tasks and discuss the contents of the draft NRPs, Commission services will take bilateral contact with Member States during September and October 2010.









































� Information received from EAPN





