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October 2016 

INVITATION 
 
EURODIACONIA 2016 WEBINAR SERIES ON KEY EU POLICY AREAS 
 
Dear members, 
 
Eurodiaconia is pleased to invite you to a series o f thematic webinars to discuss key policy topics in  
the EU agenda. The webinars aim to build our member s’ capacity and enable their positive contribution 
to policy debate at both EU and national levels.   
 
The Eurodiaconia secretariat aims to bring to the attention of our members policy initiatives of relevance to our 
common strategic goals of achieving positive change and impact social policy to empower the most 
marginalized in our societies. The input gained in each session should constitute a first step towards a more 
dynamic exchange between Eurodiaconia members on the topics addressed, and facilitate their involvement 
in policy discussions, both at EU and national levels.   
 
This capacity building activity is particularly targeted at policy officers or members working on or close to the 
thematic areas covered in each webinar.   
 
Each webinar will consist of a presentation of the topic by a member of the policy staff/external speaker. A 
moderator will take questions and facilitate an interactive dialogue between the main speaker and participants.   
 

The topics and calendar for this webinar series is:  
 
Webinar 1 
EU social policy for beginners: What the EU can do and cannot do regarding EU Member States 
 
Wednesday, 9 November 2016, 3-4 pm. 
 
The aim of this webinar is to explain the scope of EU competence on social policy for beginners e.g.: What is 
the principle of subsidiarity? What is the OMC and how far can it go? What is the role of the SPC? How do 
social policy EU initiatives interact with Member States core competence on this issue? The webinar will 
consist of an input session by Prof. Dr. Paul Schoukens (KU Leuven, Belgium), followed by Q&A. 
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Webinar 2 
EU initiatives against long-term unemployment: A st ate of play 
 
Friday, 18 November 2016, 10-11am 
 
The devastating effects of the financial and economic crisis on European labour markets remains one of the 
most acute challenges faced by the EU today. Long-term unemployment is exposing large numbers of EU 
citizens to increased risks of hardship, poverty and social exclusion. This session will present key policy 
developments which should be key to promote the inclusion of unemployed persons into both labour markets 
and their communities; e.g. the 2015 Council Recommendation on the reintegration of the long-term 
unemployed or the 2016 New Skills Agenda for Europe. Stress will be made on the role that social service 
providers could play in the implementation of these initiatives.  
 
Webinar 3 
The European Pillar of Social Rights: A state of pl ay 
 
Friday, 2 December 2016, 10-11am. 
 
In March 2016, the European Commission launched a new initiative to take comprehensive action against 
poverty, social exclusion and unemployment: the ‘European Pillar of Social Rights’. However, the Pillar is 
currently raising a lot of questions. What will be the Pillar’s connection to the European Semester and 
Europe2020? How can the Pillar be effectively implemented if it is not legally binding? Which rights will make 
it into the final version, and what will happen to social protection? In December, the Commission’s consultation 
process will come to an end – Eurodiaconia would like to seize this opportunity to update its members on the 
state of play. 

 

Webinar 4 
A key challenge for social Europe today: The integr ation of migrants in a post crisis context  
 
Tuesday, 13 December 2016, 10-11am 

 
The Eurodiaconia migration policy team will present the European Policy framework addressing the integration 
of migrants, following on the recent years increase in migration rate to the EU. It will present the challenges 
associated to integration and how is the EU proposing to foster integration both through the labour market and 
through social participation. The webinar will also address Eurodiaconia’s work on this topic and some 
Eurodiaconia members’ will present their good practices in fostering integration. 
 
 
How to Register: 
 
Please register on our online form, by 30 October 2016 , here. Participants may register for as many 
sessions as they want. 
 
Participants will receive instructions on how to access the webinar software after registration takes place.  
 
For further information or for any questions please contact Alex at alexander.elu@eurodiaconia.org . 


