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Breakfast Roundtable  
Tackling youth unemployment in Europe – placing young people at the 

centre 

Date: 29 of September, 2022. 8:00-9:30 am (CET). Breakfast will be served during the event. 

Venue: European Parliament, Room SPINELLI 1G1  

Host: MEP Leila Chaibi, Vice Chair EMPL Committee – European Parliament 

Moderator: Ms Heather Roy, Secretary General, Eurodiaconia 

 
Youth have been hit particularly hard by the COVID-19 crisis, with employment rates falling, mental health 

and well-being worsening, and the risk of poverty and social exclusion increasing. Notably, youth 

unemployment in the EU is 2.5 times higher than the general unemployment rate, with non-standard work 

rates remaining very high.  

Already in 2019, one in four young people in the EU were at risk of social exclusion or poverty. At the same 

time, high rates of NEETs (young people not in employment, education or training) are also widely spread 

across Europe. All these figures urgently call for a recovery that puts young people at the centre. 

In this context, the decision of the European Union to declare 2022 the European Year of Youth is very timely. 

It signals the need to reflect on the perspectives of young people in Europe, as well as to focus on European, 

national, regional and local policies and legislative proposals that create opportunities for young people 

across the EU. Equally, in the last years, the EU has put forward some proposals to support young people, 

such as the reinforced Youth Guarantee or the new ALMA (Aim, Learn, Master, Achieve) initiative.  

In this roundtable, hosted by MEP Leila Chaibi, we will discuss these proposals and reflect on their ability to 

address the challenges that youth are currently facing across Europe. We will bring in testimonies from 

young people on the ground and listen to Eurodiaconia members’ experiences working with NEETs and 

disadvantaged youth, with the aim of identifying best practices and remaining challenges.  Finally, we will 

look at the best ways social service providers and governments can support school-to-job and job-to-job 

transitions for young people, with a focus on NEETs and those from disadvantaged and marginalised groups. 

We need to invest in youth and place them at the centre of recovery. For this, urgent and decisive European 

and national measures are needed to enable youth to access quality jobs and to ensure the social inclusion 

of young people as a means to mitigate the effects of the pandemic.  

Please register here by 15th September 2022. For further information please contact Magdalena 

Bordagorry at Magdalena.Bordagorry@eurodiaconia.org 
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Agenda 

Date: 29 of September, 2022. 8:00-9:30 am (CET). Breakfast will be served during the event. 

Venue: European Parliament, Room SPINELLI 1G1 

Host: MEP Leila Chaibi, Vice Chair EMPL Committee – European Parliament 

Moderator: Ms Heather Roy, Secretary General, Eurodiaconia 

 
 

 
 

07:45-08:00 Registration 

08:00-08:10 Welcome words by MEP Leila Chaibi & Eurodiaconia 

08:10-08:25 Stories from the ground - Presentation of projects & testimonies from Eurodiaconia 
members  

- Stockholm City Mission, Sweden  
- Helsinki Deaconess Institute, Finland  
- Testimony by Denise Goriupp, Expert by experience. 
 

08:25-09:25 

 

 

 

 

 

Roundtable Discussion 

- Martin Schenk, Diakonie Austria  

- Manon Deshayes,  Policy Officer – European Youth Forum  

- Pablo Cornide, Policy Officer - Future of Work, Youth Employment, DG EMPL, 
European Commission  

- MEP Leila Chaibi, Vice Chair EMPL Committee – European Parliament 

Q&A 

 

09:25- 09:30 Concluding remarks 

Ms Heather Roy, Secretary General, Eurodiaconia 


