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Roundtable Discussion: 
Food aid & cost of living crisis in Europe 

 

Date: April 13th, 2023. 10:00 – 12:00 CET 
 

Venue: European Parliament, Room 5f385 

Co-hosts: MEP David Casa, EPP and MEP Brando Benifei, S&D 

Moderators: Anne-Sophie Wislocki & Ronan Mangan 

 
The impact of COVID-19 pandemic, the conflict in Ukraine and the consequent cost-of-living crisis have 

caused millions of people to struggle to make ends meet across Europe, affecting those that were already 

vulnerable the most.  

 

Not-for-profit organisations, we observe that social service providers are bridging the gap between 

government support and the true cost of living for people experiencing poverty, but they need more 

investment and support to carry out their work.  

 

The old Fund for European Aid for the Most Deprived (FEAD), now merged into the European Social Fund 

Plus (ESF+), has supported, with positive results, EU member states' actions to provide food and/or basic 

material assistance to the most deprived.   

 

However, with material deprivation on the rise, it is timely to ask: How can not-for-profit organisations 

better access funds for providing support to people in need? What is working well and what is not under 

the new FEAD scheme? Equally, which measures are needed from the EU and national level to effectively 

tackle the cost-of-living crisis & foster social inclusion? 
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Agenda 
Date: 13 of April, 2023. 10:00 – 12:00 CET  

Venue: European Parliament, Room 5f385 

Co-hosts: MEP David Casa, EPP and MEP Brando Benifei, S&D 

Moderators: Anne-Sophie Wislocki & Ronan Mangan 

 

09:30-10:00 Registration & welcome coffee 

10:00-10:10 MEP David Casa – welcoming words and setting the scene 

10:10-10:55 

  

First Roundtable – Food aid & access to funds  

This session will provide an overview from non-for-profit organisations implementing 

FEAD under the new ESF+: Participants will learn how the COVID19 pandemic, the 

conflict in Ukraine and the food and energy crisis have impacted their day-to-day 

work 

Presentation - Red Cross member (TBC) 

 Eurodiaconia member 

 Caritas Member (Malta) 

 Red Cross member 

 FEBA 

MEP Brando Benifei 

 

11:05-11:50 Second Roundtable – Impact of cost-of-living crisis in social services providers  

This session will provide an overview by social services providers impacted by the 

cost-of-living crisis and offer solutions to continue running the services without 

reducing the support to people 

Presentation – Eurodiaconia member 

Followed by reactions from 

- Ruth Paserman, Director of Funds: Programming and Implementation 

- Mette Pettersen, director of the Red Cross EU Office 

- Heather Roy, Secretary General of Eurodiaconia 

- Maria Nyman, Caritas Europa  

- Angela Frigo, European Food Bank Federation (FEBA) 

 Discussion with participants 

11.50 - 12:00 MEP Brando Benifei – closing remarks 

 


